Alpha-fetoprotein and phagocytosis in athymic nude mice.
Alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) was found to suppress the phagocytic activity of the blood monocytes and neutrophils in vitro. The amounts of AFP detectable by immunofluorescence in the livers of nu/nu, nu/+ and +/+ mice were quite comparable, and thus could not have been responsible for the alterations in phagocytosis found in leukocytes of athymic nude mice during their ontogenetic development.